Letter from Christian Madsen Biltoft to his fathers younger brother in Denmark 

Upper Freestone Creek 

August 12th 1894

Kjaere Onkel of Tante

Ja nu er det 22 aars siden jeg forlod Eder og fulgtes ad til Lunóe Kirke. Tiden lóber hurtigt jeg synes det er kuns nogle faa Aars siden dersom jeg tog en Reise Hjem til Danmark saa vilde alting vaere Fremmed for mig og ingen vilde  jeg naesten kjende. Nu er Australien mit hjem. Hvad os angaar der er vi alle Rask og har det godt. Jeg sender Eder vort Portrait den aeldste af mine Bórn han kunde have vaeret 11 Aar han Dóde.  Den aeldste levende er vores eneste Datter 9 aar gammel Maria Mathilda. Maria er efter moder. Den aeldste Són 6 Aar hedder Peter Vedsted – du ved nok hvem det er efter. Den 3die er Christopher Adolphus 2 Aar. Broder Jens har 4 bórn, 2 Dótre 1 Són. Morten har 3 Bórn han er Kjóbmand. Helene og Lundager mistede 2 Bórn for 3 aars siden Marie og Scherning har vist mange Bórn, jag har ikke hórt fra dem i mange Aar. Han er Sadelmager, han bor i det Nordlige Queensland. Christian er ikke Gift, han er Photografist. Anna Stine er ogsaa Gift, men jeg ved ellers ikke noget on hende. Eders Kjaere Són, faetter Hans er det 18 maaneders siden jeg havde Brev fra, da var han rask og gjorde godt, han skrev (han gentager sig selv her) han skrev at han havde vaeret i Guldminerne og forlist alting.

Faetter Hans lovede at komme og besóge mig engang men han kommer nok. Jeg har haft hans Portrait han er ung frisk og livlig menneske. Han er i New South Wales, det er de naeste Colonie til os. Jeg fortalte ham vi havde mange smukke Piger i Queensland. Jeg seer Cousine Line Ende i Esbjerg er svagelig, jeg fik et Brev i fjord fra Lundager of hendes Angaaende Hans, jeg sendte strax Hans Adresse til Lundager, jeg har ikke hórt fra ham videre. Hans adresse var P.O.Mount Aubrig, New South Wales, Australia. Kjaere Onkel, jeg seer at dine Bórn er alle Voxne nu, en i Amerika og Aftaegts folkene are Dóde. Nu sender jeg dig vor Portrait og tillige en spadsere stok og tillige 2 kjaeder som er blomsten af a Graesplante der groer i vor Have. Disse ting maa du modtage som en gave fra mig og min Kone. Stokken med knasterne paa skal du have, alt en erindring om Australien. Fader lever 100 mile herfra han har vaeret hos os i flere Aar og det er vor stórste Ónske at han vilde leve hos os Resten af hans sidste Gamle Dage. Han er ellers meget Rask og livlig han bliver 69 Aar. Du hilser mange Gange og Tante fra ham han kommer op at besóge mig i Julen. Du bedes at skrive mig til. Du er jo ogsaa naer ved at blive gammel ifald I har et Portrait af undvaere af dig og Tante da vil det vaere kjaerkommen vi har en dygtig stor Album.

Jeg sender eder disse ting med en Ven og Nabo Jens Skjónnemand. Jeg og Broder kjóbte hans ejendom. Jeg seer at Onkel Peter i Nourup er Dód. Sine og Marthea og Hans Lauridsen og Niels Hansen alle Dóde. Onkel og Tante paa Roborghuus maa vaere langt over 80 aar. Hils alle gode bekjendte i Lydum Sogn. Jeg seer at Tiderne i Danmark er daarlig og Ejendommen er goaaet ned i pris. Jeg seer at Smór lavning i Danmark har haft stor fremgang siden jeg reiste men nu begynder de at sende Smór fra Ny Zealand og Australien til England i stor maalestok du vil see det vil blive en forfaerdelig skade for Danmark. Der bliver store Fabrikker anlagt alt over Australien. Nu til slutning vil jeg ónske at disse linier vil finde eder i samme gode stilling som de forlader mig, mange Kjaerlige hilsner til alle Eders Bórn og fórst og freemest til Eder selv. Din Brodersón og familie

Christian Biltoft

Upper Freestone Creek

Warwick Queensland 

Australia

Flittige hilsner fra Broder Jens og familie.
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Farmer at Freestone Creek, Christian Madsen Biltoft and wife Dorothea Christine, nee Hansen, and 4 children (1 Girl and 3 boys); from left Peter Vedsted Biltoft 6 y.o., Maria Mathilde Biltoft 9 y.o., (front) James Martin Biltoft,  4 y.o. and Christopher Adolphus Biltoft 2 y.o.

Dorothea Christine Hansen was born on 1st August 1863 in Styding parish in Haderslev County Denmark, in the war ridden and later Prussian occupied territory of North Slesvig (after the 1864 war). She migrated with her parents, Jens Hansen & wife Marie Bolethe Petersen and siblings and arrived to Queensland from Hamburg on board the Lammershagen 6th August 1878. She married Christian Madsen Biltoft on 9th March 1883, she died on 16th March 1945 at Toowoomba, Queensland where she and her late husband is buried. 

Christian Madsen Biltoft was a labourer later farmer at Freestone Creek, brother-in-law to the well known Rockhampton and Mt Morgan mine photographer and politician Jens Hansen Lundager, and brother and cousin to three other photographers, his two brother Martin (Morten) Christensen Biltoft (1851-1914) and Iver Christian Biltoft (1862-1922), and then his cousin Hans Christian Biltoft (1864-1957), the last two both died in Western Australia.

Christian  was born on 22nd April 1850 at Grindsted, Ribe County, and migrated to New Zealand from Varde city Ribe county over Hamburg on board the three mast Friedeburg after which he somehow made it to Queensland (which was his destination all the time). He was son of the equally Queensland migrated Master Dyer, Peder Vedsted Biltoft and his late wife Kirsten Marie Jensen. He was naturalised on 29 January 1883 Campbell's Plains near Warwick and died at Toowoomba on 11th June 1923.

English translation og his letter to his Uncle Thóger Biltoft, five year younger brother to his father Peder Vedsted Biltoft 

Upper Freestone Creek 

August 12th 1894

Dear Uncle and Aunt

Yes it is now 22 years ago I left you and we walked together as far as Lunóe Church [now spelled Lundó]. Time is running fast I think it is only few years ago and yet if I took the voyage home again everything would be alien to me and I would hardly know anyone. Now Australia is home. As to us we are all healthy and things are well. I mail our portrait to you; the eldest of my children who would have been 11 years old now, has passed on, so the eldest alive is our only daughter 9 years old Maria Mathilda. Maria takes after mother. The eldest son 6 years old is named Peter Vedsted – you know after whom he is named. After then it is James Martin 4 years old and the 4th is Christopher Adolphus 2 years old. Brother Jens has 4 children, 3 daughters 1 son. Morten has 3 children he is a storekeeper. Helene and Lundager lost 2 children 3 years ago Maria and Scherning I believe has many children, I have not heard from them for many years now. He is a Saddler and lives in North Queensland. Christian (Iver Christian Biltoft) is not married he is a Photographer. Anne Stine is also married but others than that I know very little about her. It is 18th month ago I last had a letter from your dear Son, cousin Hans, he was then healthy and in goods spirit, he wrote he wrote [he repeat the two words here by mistake] that he had been in the goldmines and lost everything.  

Cousin Hans promised to come and visit me one day but he might probably come. I have had his portrait he is a young fresh and lively human being he is in New South Wales the neighbouring colony to us. I told him that we have many gorgeous girls in Queensland. I see cousin Line who has ended up in Esbjerg [harbour city in south east Jutland] is somewhat weakly and I received a letter of hears last year from Lundager regarding Hans, I immediately mailed his address to Lundager I have not heard from him since. His [Hans Christian’s] address was P.O. Mount Aubrey via Wellington, New South Wales, Australia.  Dear Uncle I see that your children are now all grown ups one is in America and the pensioners are dead. Now I mail to you our portrait and a walking stick and two chains which are a flower that grows in our garden, they are all a gift from me and my wife. The walking stick and its handle I give you as a memory of Australia. My dad is living 100 miles from here, he was with us for several years and it is our biggest wish that he would have stayed with us the rest of his life. He is though very strong and healthy and turns 69 years.  I pass on his greetings to you and Auntie from him; he is coming up to me at Christmas. I would ask if you could write to me. You are also getting a bit old now and if you have a portrait of you and Auntie it would be appreciated we have a large album.

I mail you these things with a friend and neighbour Jens Skjónnemand [Jens Peter Lauritzen SKJÓNNEMAND, Farmer b. abt. 1857 naturalised 1890
Warwick: Upper Freestone Creek, arrived 1887 on board the ss Dacca] I and brother bought up his property. I see that Uncle Peter in Nourup is dead. Sine and Marthea and Hans Lauridsen and Niels Hansen are all dead. Uncle and Aunt at Roborghus must be way past 80 now. Greetings to all acquaintances in Lydum Parish. I see that times in Denmark are not the best and the properties have lost value. I see that butter production in Denmark has experienced progress since I left but now they are capable of sending butter from New Zealand and Australia to England in great quantities it might not be easy for Denmark. Big factories are built all over Australia. Now ending this letter I wish that these lines will find you in the same good position as they leave me. Many warm greetings to all of your children and fore mostly to your self. Your brother-son and family

Christian Biltoft

Upper Freestone Creek

Warwick Queensland

Australia

Busy greetings from Brother Jens and his family.

